In 1980, the presence of plasmids coding for resistance to erythromycin in Corynebacterium diphtheriae was ieported by Schiller et al. (8) . This communication reports the discovery of Cornynebacterium xerosis strains harboring plasmids determining resistance to chloramphenicol, erythromycin, kanamycin, streptomycin, and tetracycline.
A total of 13 Corynebacterium strains (other than C. diphtheriae) isolated from otitis media patients in seven hospitals between 1979 and 1980 were studied. Minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) were determined by an agar dilution method (3) . An overnight culture of bacteria in Trypto-Soy broth (Eiken, Tokyo, Japan) was diluted to 108 cells per ml, and 5 ,ui was inoculated onto heart infusion agar (Eiken) plates containing various concentrations of antibiotic. To eliminate drug resistance, bacteria were grown in brain heart infusion broth (Difco Laboratories, Detroit, Mich.) containing 1 ,ug of ethidium bromide (Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd., Nottingham, England) per ml for 18 h at 42°C, diluted, and spread on brain heart infusion agar plates. After overnight incubation, antibiotic resistance was examined by replica plating. DNA was extracted from bacteria by the method of Schiller et al. (8) and analyzed by agarose gel electrophoresis (7) . Plasmid DNA extracted from the agarose gel was examined by electron microscopy to measure molecular size as previously described (6) . Fig. 1 ). Plasmid DNA was absent from the more susceptible M82B derivatives M82B-S and M82B-E (Fig. 1, lanes N, 0, and P) . These findings indicate that resistance to chloramphenicol, erythromycin, kanamycin, and tetracycline was governed by a plasmid of 30 Md that we have named pTP10. For strain M224A, two different plasmids were found, but neither plasmid band was detected in the cured derivative M224A-E. These results indicate that resistance to chloramphenicol, erythromycin, kanamycin, and streptomycin in strain M224A was also plasmid determined.
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